The subject of which I propose to treat to-day is not an inviting one.
It is shunned by most writers, and articles treating of it in dental journals are very rare.
The question naturally arises in our minds, what is the reason of this almost total neglect of this very important topic, which, if not one absolutely belonging to our specialty, is one so intimately connected with it that it should interest every member of it.
I cannot but think that the neglect is occasioned by want of that knowledge of its primary causes, and a lack of general knowledge of the relation of all the organs, one to another, that work together for the sustenance and maintainance of the life and health of our corporate frames ; and that this want pervades both the dental and medical professions. 
